
GCSE Business [9-1] 
Exam Technique 

How will the content be assessed? 
2 written exam papers 

equally weighted 
1 hour 45 mins 

90 marks 
Paper 1 Paper 2 

3.1: Business in the real world   
3.2: Influences on business   
3.3: Business operations   
3.4: Human resources   
3.5: Marketing   
3.6: Finance   

 

 

Section A 
Multiple choice and short answer 

questions (no context) 
Can cover topics not in case studies 

Sections B & C 
One case study in each section including 

data 
At least one case study will be real life 

Multiple Choice 
Questions 
[1 mark] 

1. Without looking at the responses, 
decide what the answer could be and 
why 

2. Look to see if that answer fits one of 
the options 

3. Having decided which is the correct 
response work through each of the 
responses in turn and decide why each 
of the other responses cannot be 
correct 

 

Identify  
[2 marks] 

State however many factors the question is 
asking for  

Explain 
[2 marks] 

State your point and explain why (3 points) 
A flat organisational structure has few layers of 
management [1]. Messages can be passed from the most 
senior level to the most junior level more quickly 
because there are fewer people through which the 
message will pass [1]. 

State your point and explain why in context 
(this is because) – 3 ticks  
Stick in an example 

Explain 
[3 marks] 

State your point and explain why (this is 
because) – 4 ticks  
Stick in an example 

State your point and explain why in context 
(this is because) – 4 ticks  
Stick in an example 

Analyse 
[6 marks] 
 
No definitions 
required 
 
One point only 
should be developed 

 

A: A possible choice 
Identify a point from the context and describe  
B: Because  
Explain why, e.g explain why something is an 
advantage or disadvantage using information 
from case study 
C: Consequences  
What would be the impact of that choice – on 
areas of the business, stakeholders etc. 

Recommend 
[9 marks] 
 
No definitions 
required 
 
There can be 
calculation marks 

 

ABC (as above) and flip it 
However 
ABC (Just like normal analysis) and flip it  
Decision with W(what), W(why) and W (why 
not) 
All in context  

Analyse & Evaluate 
[12 marks] [10 
mins] 
 
This is the only 
question that may 
require all pieces of 
context within the 
section 

 

Three paragraphs – start with a definition  
ABC (as above) for first option, However, BC 
ABC (as above) for second option, However, BC 
Why that option? 
Most important reasons? 
Short / long term implications 
Depends on  
The effect it will have on other areas of the 
business i.e. finance, marketing, human 
resources, production  

 


